
Additional Information
Early Registration Fees (Before July 1, 2018)

Student FACLP Member - $210 per person
Student Non-FACLP Member - $240 per person
Professional FACLP Member- $260 per person
Professional Non-FACLP Member- $290 per person
Pre-conference (1) Intensive Session Additional - $40 per person
1 Day ONLY (Breakfast, Breakout Sessions, Lunch) - $170 per person
Network Social Reception Guest - $50 per person

 
Late Registration Fees (After July 1, 2018)

Student FACLP Member- $240 per person
Student Non-FACLP Member - $270 per person
Professional FACLP Member - $290 per person
Professional Non-FACLP Member - $320 per person
Pre-conference (1) Intensive Session Additional - $60 per person
1 Day ONLY (Breakfast, Breakout Sessions, Lunch) - $190 per person
Network Social Reception Guest - $50 per person

 
Register Online (Registration Opens June 1, 2018)

www.faclp.org Click “Conference” tab then “Conference Registration”
Select (1) Session per Concurrent Session Block – Total 6 

Full Admission Pricing Includes (Does NOT Include Friday 
Pre-conference Intensive Sessions)

(6) Breakout Sessions – 7 PDUs
Opening and Closing Keynote - 2.5 PDUs
(1) Hot Breakfast Buffet
(1) Continental Breakfast 
(1) Hot Lunch Buffet
Evening Networking Event on Friday
Evening Social Reception on Saturday
Exhibit Hall (List TBD)
Job Posting Board

*For the optimum experience of all, children under 16 years of age are not allowed in conference sessions or 
events. All conference sessions and events are limited to registrants and paid guests. FACLP supports nursing 

mothers and will have a Mother’s Lounge available for pumping and nursing.*

(Certificates of Attendance for PDUs and CEUs will be emailed after all conference evaluations have been received)

 Conference Hotel
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel at the Entrance to Universal Orlando
5780 Major Blvd, Orlando, FL 32819

   (407) 351-1000

Group Rate: $109 per room/night (Doubles) 
Parking: $14 daily
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26TH ANNUAL  CONFERENCE

ORLANDO, FL • SEPT. 14- 16 , 2018

Executive  
Board Members
President
Kari Kletter, BS, CCLS (Florida Hospital for Children)                                                                   

President-Elect
Summer Bernath, BS, CCLS (Florida Hospital for Children) 

Secretary
Courtney Martin, LSW, CCLS (Florida Hospital for Children)
 
Treasurer
Beth Carroll, BS, CCLS, CIMI (Holtz Children’s Hospital)
 
Webmaster
Chelsea McGann, BS, CCLS II (Florida Hospital for Children)
 
Development Coordinator
Kirsten Black, MS, CCLS, CPMT (Vitas Healthcare)

Student Member At Large
Emma Lewis, Student (Georgia Southern)

Past-President
Nanette Whitehead, BS, CCLS II (Florida Hospital)

Planning Committee
Susan Lee, MEd, CCLS
Susan Simonian, PhD, ABPP, MS, CCLS
Karlie Colwell, BS, CCLS
Shannon Rivers, CCLS, CIMI, CLC, Doula
Victoria Vaden, MA, CCLS
Melody Wallace, BS, CCLS
Tanya Prete, MA, CCLS
Toni-Ann Rusiana, BS
Gloria Mendez, MS, CCLS

Jenna Mathis, MS, CCLS
Catie Reed, MS, CCLS, CFLE-P
Rayna Tanis, BS, CCLS
Beth Phillips, MS, CCLS
Angeles Nunez, MS, CCLS, CPMT
Allison Rein, BA, CCLS
Hayley Wells, BA, CCLS 
Kelly Scher, BS, CCLS



Friday,  
September 14
PRE-CONFERENCE INTENSIVES *Additional Registration Required*

3:00-7:00pm Registration and Exhibit Hall Open
5:00-7:00pm Concurrent Sessions #0 (2 PDUs) - Select One

A. Strength Based Leadership In Action: Applying Best 
Practices Participants will engage in a didactic and interactive journey of discovery 
and learning about strength-based leadership. Attendees will learn the history and 
evidence to support this approach to leadership while learning tools for success. Kristin 
Maier, MS, CCLS (John Hopkins All Children’s Hospital) Intensive, Intermediate, Domain I

B. The Power of Mindful Perspective in Healthcare: Current 
Research and Applications Mindfulness is more than a buzzword, it is a highly 
trainable skill that supports being focused and alert with less stress and increased 
overall well-being. Brett Cobb, BS, CCT/CT & Benji Whitenack, BA (Compassionate 
Tampa Bay, LLC and Holistic Life Foundation) Intensive, Intermediate, Domain III

C. Helping College Students Understand, Apply, and Articulate 
Theory Various strategies and games will be presented which will increase college 
students’ understanding, application, and articulation of child development and child life 
theories. Jerri J. Kropp, PhD, CCLS; Keliesha Jones, BA, CCLS & Kelley Cowan, MS, CCLS, 
LMFT, RPT (Georgia Southern University) Intensive, Intermediate, Domain I, II, III

8pm to 9pm - Networking Event

Saturday,  
September 15
7:00-9:00am Registration and  
 Exhibit Hall Open
7:30-8:30am Breakfast Buffet
8:45-9:00am Welcome
9:00-10:30am Opening Keynote: Hope is a Strategy 
How Give Kids the World creates the happiness that inspires hope, including 
discussion on leading an international non-profit organization, dependence on 
volunteers, impact, and compassion fatigue. Pamela Landwirth, MBA (President 
and CEO, Give Kids the World) (1.5 PDUs)

10:45-12:15pm      Concurrent Sessions #1 (1.5 PDUs) - Select One

A. A Clinical Advancement Model: Recognition of Professional 
Growth and Expertise This session examines the process used to develop 
a child life specific clinical advancement program. Focus areas will include content 
development, challenges, and ongoing quality improvement. Lauren Thomas, MA, CCLS 
& Rachel Thompson, MS, CCLS, CTRS (C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital Michigan Medicine) 
Panel Discussion, Advanced, Domain I

B. Expanding the Medical Play Toolbox A large medical play toolbox 
is necessary for any child life specialist. Come explore medical play in hands-on 
demonstrations and expand your medical play toolbox. Kirsten Black, MS, CCLS, CPMT 
(Vitas Healthcare) Skills Demonstration Workshop, Intermediate, Domain II, III

C. Essays, Applications, and Interviews...Oh My: Helping 
Students Navigate the Practicum and Internship Application 
and Interview Processes Attendees will review current ACLP certification 
guidelines, tips and suggestions for stand out applications, resumes, and interviews, and 
hear from a panel of professionals. Debbie Spencer, BA, CCLS III & Zuliann Clavell, BS, 
CCLS (Florida Hospital for Children) Panel Discussion, Entry, Domain I

12:15-1:15pm (Lunch Buffet) Poster Sessions (1 PDU) Once 
you have visited the poster(s) of your choice, you must choose one electronic quiz 
to complete, which will be sent to you via email shortly after the presentations are 
completed. (Please note that only the participants who include the Poster Presentations 
in their conference registration will be eligible to take the quiz).

1:30-2:30pm Concurrent Sessions #2 (1 PDU) - Select One

A. Did You POP-IT? A Program Designed to Help Patients and 
Families Have a More Positive Healthcare Experience POP IT (Pain 
management, One voice, Position for comfort, Involve family, Telephone child life) has 
improved patient and family experiences, provided more consistent care, and promoted 
a culture of caring among ED staff. Dana Burnett, MS, CCLS; Meredith Church, MS, CCLS 
& Nicole Lawrence, BSN, RN, CMSRN (Golisano Children’s Hospital of SWFL) Clinical 
Case Discussion, Entry, Domain I/Task I, Domain I, II, III

B. There’s a What in Your Head? 
Supporting Siblings’ Understanding 
and Coping with Brain Tumor 
Diagnoses Through clinical case study 
reviews, presentation will provide an overview 
of pediatric brain tumor diagnoses and the 
psychosocial factors involved in supporting 
the patient’s sibling. Katy Hoskins, BS, CCLS 
(Independent) Clinical Case Discussion, 
Entry, Domain II, III

C. VCUG- “Pee Prepared” 
Voiding Cystourethrograms (VCUGs) instill 
anxiety not only in patients and families, 
but also in the Child Life Specialists. Learn 
helpful techniques in providing optimal 
support for these procedures. Kathryn 
Attermeier, MS, CCLS & Lisa Kimball, BS, CCLS 
(Florida Hospital for Children) Skills Demonstration 
Workshop, Intermediate, Domain III

2:30-3:00pm Break and Exhibit Hall Open

3:00-4:00pm Concurrent Sessions #3 (1 PDU) - Select One

A. Working with Children of Adult Patients We will show you how to 
assess and use the skills that you already possess with this specific population. Tanya Prete, 
MA, CCLS & Emmalee Tresnan, BS, CCLS (Tidewell Hospice and Community Hospice and 
Palliative Care) Skills Demonstration Workshop, Intermediate, Domain II, III

B. Volunteers are Generosity in Action: How Child Life and 
Volunteer Services can Work Together to Have an Excellent 
Volunteer Program Attendees will learn about our current volunteer program 
including supervision, recognition and retainment. Meagan Krizek, BS, CCLS (Florida 
Hospital for Children) Clinical Case Discussion, Entry, Domain I

C. Transitions: From Clinical Child Life to the Academic Setting 
Through presentation of one child life specialist’s experiences in transitioning from the 
clinical setting into the academic setting, participants will explore the cultural practices of 
the academic setting, as well as the shift in identity and adjustments to values and beliefs 
that often occurs while engaging in this transition. Jennifer Fieten, MA, CCLS (Concordia 
University Ann Arbor) Clinical Case Discussion, Intermediate, Domain I/Task I, Domain I

4:15-5:15pm Concurrent Sessions #4 (1 PDU) - Select One

A. Mentoring Interns: A Framework for Creating a 
Supportive and Effective Learning Environment for 
Students Presenters will review practical feedback and coaching tips 
while attendees participate in a group discussion after reviewing video 

scenarios of intern interventions. Debbie Spencer, BA, CCLS III & 
Jami Smallwood, BS, CCLS II (Florida Hospital for Children) Skills 
Demonstration Workshop, Intermediate, Domain I

B. Clinical Ethics: Truth Telling in the Pediatric 
Hospice Population Pediatric hospice patients benefit from 

child life support to assist in processing prognosis, but 
what happens when appropriateness of disclosure 

is the topic for debate? Jennifer Fieten, MA, CCLS 
(Concordia University Ann Arbor) Clinical Case Discussion, 
Intermediate, Domain I/Task I, Domain I, II, III

C. Graduate Study in Child Life: Is This 
for Me? How to Make the Most of My 
Resources A focus on considerations in the decision to 

pursue a master degree, foundations to prepare 
for graduate studies, and preparation for 

internship and job entry. Susan J. Simonian, 
PhD, ABPP, MS, CCLS & Morgan Ford, 
MS, CCLS (College of Charleston and 
Medical University of South Carolina) Panel 

Discussion, Entry, Domain I

5:30-7:00pm Exhibit Hall Open

7:00-9:00pm Networking Social: 
Self Care Toolbox Join us for a Luau 
themed social with drinks, dancing, and so much 

more. You will not want to miss out on all the fun!

Sunday, September 16
7:00-8:00am Registration and Exhibit Hall Open
7:00-8:00am Continental Breakfast
8:15-8:45am FACLP Town Hall Join us for raffles, awards, and final words 
from our Executive Board!

8:45-9:45am Closing Keynote: Fostering a Resilient Workforce 
With the next strategic plan on the horizon this session will highlight opportunities to 
be an engaged participant in professional initiatives as well as apply the basic tenets of 
resiliency to professional practice and personal development. Eileen Clark, MSM, CCLS 
(ACLP Past President, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin) (1 PDU)

10:00-11:30am Concurrent Session #5 (1.5 PDUs) - Select One

A. Can You CoAP with it? Advancing Child Life Practice into the 
Adult Hospital This session will detail steps for position creation, staff education, 
interventions and development of resources utilized to care for the needs of child visitors. 
Tina Ulanowski, MEd, CCLS; Shannon Sonnhalter BS, CCLS & Michealina Bacisin BA, CCLS 
(Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital) Clinical Case Discussion, Intermediate, Domain III

B. Death, Dying, and Bereavement: Helping Children Cope 
What do children know and understand about death and dying? Prepare for difficult 
conversations by understanding the theories and research about death, dying, and 
bereavement. Kimberlee Spencer, PhD; Caroline Brown, BA; Emily Brown, BA & Kate 
Wildman, BA (University of Georgia) Clinical Case Discussion, Entry, Domain I, III

C. Research in Child Life: How Can I Play a Role? This presentation 
workshop reviews the essential role of the CCLS in health related research and provides 
a decision-making process for CCLS to approach the development of research questions. 
Strategies for participation in the interdisciplinary research team are provided. Susan J. 
Simonian, PhD, ABPP, MS, CCLS (College of Charleston and Medical University of South 
Carolina) Clinical Case Discussion, Intermediate, Domain I

11:45-12:45pm Concurrent Session #6 (1 PDU) - Select One

A. What are You Waiting for? Professional Hesitancy in the 
Face of Complex Situations Take a dive into what makes you fearful of 
complex situations in the workplace and learn how to use that information to give 
yourself a chance to make informed decisions on your professional growth. Paige 
Fennessey, BS, CCLS & Summer Bernath, BS, CCLS (Vitas Healthcare and Florida 
Hospital for Children) Clinical Case Discussion, Advanced, Domain I/Task I, Domain I

B. Promoting Resilience Through Fun: Meeting the Needs 
for Children with Serious Medical Illnesses Friendships and social 
support play an important role in the lives of children with serious 
medical illness. Join us as we explore a child’s need for some Serious 
Fun! Susan Lee, MEd, CCLS (Camp Boggy Creek) Clinical Case 
Discussion, Intermediate, Domain III

C. Just Freakin’ Breathe Learn how to integrate easy 
hands-on therapeutic yoga techniques into everyday practice for 
your pediatric patients and families. Presentation includes 
“Total Relaxation” session for participants! Lisa Finestone, 
MEd, RYT, RCYT (Florida Hospital for Children) Skills 
Demonstration Workshop, Entry, Domain III


